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BREATHING SPACE PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [9.07 am]: I rise 
to inform the house of the expansion of a men’s behaviour change program in regional WA. The Breathing Space 
program will be trialled in Port Hedland. Lotterywest has provided $1.8 million in funding for a two-year pilot 
program. The McGowan government invested an additional $3.5 million, under the social housing economic recovery 
package, to renovate nine residential units where participants will live. The refurbishments were completed by 
GBSC Yurra, an Aboriginal-owned registered building company operating in the Pilbara and the midwest. 
Run by Communicare, Breathing Space is a voluntary men’s residential behaviour change program for perpetrators 
of family and domestic violence. It was established in Calista in 2003 and was the first residential men’s behaviour 
change program in the Southern Hemisphere. A second program was established in Maylands in 2019. More than 
1 000 men have come through the program since its establishment. Participants spend up to six months living at 
Breathing Space facilities, completing an intensive therapeutic program that includes group work, individual counselling 
and case management. Communicare has engaged with Aboriginal Elders, Aboriginal community–controlled 
organisations, and local agencies to ensure that this service is culturally supportive. Taking men out of their family 
homes allows women and children to stay connected with their local support networks, including schools, healthcare 
providers and community services. It also supports men to understand and take responsibility for their violence, 
anger and abuse. Engaging men is a key part of the solution to end gender-based violence. Not only do we need to 
ensure that perpetrators are accountable for their actions, but also we need to promote respectful relationships and 
gender equality; we cannot end violence without it.  
I thank Hon John Carey, Minister for Housing, for his strong collaboration on and support for this initiative. It 
demonstrates the McGowan government’s commitment to tackling the scourge of domestic violence in our cities, 
towns and communities. We have made addressing family and domestic violence a priority and have invested 
more than $150 million of new funding towards services since coming into government. I am proud to be a part 
of the McGowan Labor government, which is serious about tackling the scourge of family and domestic violence 
in our community. 
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